
OFEM Srl in the last years have turned their attention towards one of the most emerging markets in the 
world, China, which is affirming even more the competitiveness with the West markets. 
 
The Italian company was able to penetrate this territory with their first installation in China in 2004, when a 
flexographic central impression machine, model Arena GL 808-1200, has been successfully installed in 
Shanghai, at Shanghai ZiQuan company. It was the first servo-driven central impression drum printing 
press for flexible substrates never sold in the Chinese market and among the other things the customer 
belongs to one of the biggest Asiatic converters that, thanks to the purchase of the Arena, have further 
widen their lead as the nation’s premier flexo printing converter. 
 
Actually, Shanghai ZiQuan is one of the largest 
flexible packaging printers in China; they 
produce PVC labels, sanitary PE packaging 
bags (the only domestic company producing 
them in flexo), color-printed PE shrink wrap 
films, starting their activity in 1994 with heat-
shrinkable label, which made them gain the 
approval of USA Coca Cola and Pepsi Cola 
companies. Their constant aim is to introduce 
new packaging solutions to their clients, offering 
at the same time consulting services to help 
them improving their packaging quality and 
solving their packaging problems. They 
moreover print for the same companies the 
wrap-around labels, featuring in low price and 
beautiful appearance.  
 
With the Arena machine, which started working around April 2004 and it has been running 140 hours per 
week, they print PE films, especially LDPE and LLDPE. When they decided to buy a new machine to 
enlarge their production, they looked for a gearless press because they were aware that it is quicker in job 
changing operations and relatively easier to run. They found the ideal solution to their needs in our model 
“Arena”, which is now used to print either short-run, medium-run and long-run jobs, as long as the 
substrate and repeat length are suitable, with a complete satisfaction of their expectations.  
This investment has further expanded their capability and capacity in their large variety of production, 
through the use of flexo printing technology, which enables them to offer the lowest cost converting 
solution to their customers. 
 
They chose an OFEM’s Arena, as declared by Mrs Zhou, the Shanghai ZiQuan general manager, 
“because OFEM’s management made all the possible efforts to demonstrate their commitment to our 
company through a competitive offer with higher value compared with other manufacturers”. 
 
Among the technical features of the Arena purchased by the Chinese customer, which make it one of the 
most modern and advanced machines of its kind, are the following: 8 colors gearless printing press, up to 
350 m/min, with turret type flying splice unwinder and rewinder for reels of 800 mm diameter. 
 
The sleeves replacement is carried out by a practical door system which enables the supporting mandrels 
to be released from any position of the printing deck, adding to this flexibility an extreme reliability and 
reduced maintenance.  
 
It is equipped with OFEM’s FDS patented system that offers an immediate and flexible approach to the 
printing units and the standard touch screen for the operator’s easy access to set up functions and 
procedure controls through supervisory software. One of the most relevant points is that the machine has 
been designed in order to ensure safe conditions whichever is the operation to be carried out. 
These standard equipments advanced features are, all together, the hallmark of the last generation 
machines designed and manufactured by OFEM.  
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